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Our geographic area covers the southwest
corner of the US, including all of Arizona,
southern Nevada, and St. George, Utah
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Women of the ELCA
Grand Canyon Synod

Echoes

WomérELCA =2

MujereSELCA =22

This issue is presented in both English and Spanish

Purpose Statement
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in
Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in

faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and

action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.

Message from Laura

| know it has been awhile since you have
heard from the Grand Canyon Women of the
ELCA. | apologize! |do want to assure you
that your Synodical Board has been working
and is putting together a one day
Convention/Gathering to take place on
November 8, 2025 at Faith/La Fe Lutheran
Church on Camelback Road in Phoenix. We
are planning a great program lead by Pastor
Jacqui Pagel and Connie Phillips on building
relationships around our communities. We
are planning an outreach project in which all
can participate. The business portions will
be kept to a minimum.

We would like to see each congregational
unit in Grand Canyon represented by a
voting member. Your unit can choose
someone to represent. Snpanish translators

will be available for our sisters who need the
service to better participate and we hope
they will.

For our participants traveling in from outside
the Phoenix area, we are making
arrangements for you to stay as guests in a
home for Friday night at no cost. (They will
not be providing meals, so you will need to
eat before you arrive and we will have a
continental breakfast for you at the church!)
If you would rather stay in a hotel, you will
need to make those arrangements on your
own.

We are asking you to invite a teen/young
adult to come along with you. There will be
no registration charge for teen/young adult
guests to attend with you. So invite your



daughters/granddaughters/nieces to come
spend the day with you. (Note: Each teen
guest will need to complete a registration
form, but no fee needs to be sent with the
form!)

We will be sending a special invitation to the
female clergy and deacons in Grand
Canyon. We would like to have them join us
also at no charge! Do you have a female
clergy or deacon in your church? Make sure
to extend an invitation to them to come.
They will be getting an email with details on
how to register.

Lastly, I'd like you to consider playing a

bigger role in the Grand Canyon Women of
the ELCA. We will be electing officers and
board members for the next two year term.

Will you consider being a part of the
synodical board? Is God calling you to serve
the women of Grand Canyon? It is a great
opportunity to meet new women across the
synod and have a major impact in women’s
ministries? Do you know someone who
would be a great leader? Nomination forms
are available on the website:
www.grandcanyonwomen.org (choose the
events tab).

As my term comes to an end, | want to
personally thank each of you for the support
and blessings you have bestowed upon me
over the many years | have been involved in
the Grand Canyon Synod. Each one of you
has meant so much to me! My prayers are
with you!

Mensaje de Laura

Sé que ha pasado un tiempo desde que
escucharon de las Mujeres del Gran Cafon
de la ELCA. jPido disculpas! Quiero
asegurarles que su Junta Sinodal ha estado
trabajando y esta organizando una
Convencién/Reunion de un dia que tendra
lugar el 8 de noviembre de 2025 en la
Iglesia Luterana Faith/La Fe en Camelback
Road en Phoenix. Estamos planeando un
gran programa dirigido por la pastora Jacqui
Pagel y Connie Phillips sobre la
construccion de relaciones en nuestras
comunidades. Estamos planeando un
proyecto de divulgacion en el que todos
puedan participar. Las partes comerciales
se mantendran al minimo.

Nos gustaria ver a cada unidad
congregacional en el Gran Canon
representada por un miembro con derecho a
voto. Su unidad puede elegir a alguien para
representar. Los traductores esparioles
estaran disponibles para nuestras hermanas

gue necesitan el servicio para participar
mejor y esperamos que lo hagan.

Para nuestros participantes que viajan
desde fuera del area de Phoenix, estamos
haciendo arreglos para que se queden como
invitados en una casa el viernes por la
noche sin costo alguno. (No proporcionaran
comidas, por lo que debera comer antes de
llegar y tendremos un desayuno continental
para usted en la iglesia). Si prefiere
quedarse en un hotel, debera hacer esos
arreglos por su cuenta.

Le pedimos que invite a un adolescente /
adulto joven a acompanarlo. No habra
ningun cargo de inscripcion para que los
invitados adolescentes / adultos jovenes
asistan con usted. Asi que invite a sus hijas
/ nietas / sobrinas a pasar el dia con usted.
(Nota: Cada invitado adolescente debera
completar un formulario de registro, jpero no
es necesario enviar ninguna tarifa con el
formulario!)



Enviaremos una invitacion especial al clero
femenino y a los diaconos del Gran Cafioén.
iNos gustaria que se unieran a nosotros
también sin cargo! ¢ Tiene una mujer en el
clero o diacono en su iglesia? Asegurese de
extenderles una invitacion para que vengan.
Recibiran un correo electronico con detalles
sobre como registrarse.

Por ultimo, me gustaria que consideraras
desempenar un papel mas importante en las
Mujeres del Gran Cafion de la ELCA.
Elegiremos funcionarios y miembros de la
junta para el proximo periodo de dos anos.
¢ Consideraria ser parte de la junta sinodal?
¢ Dios te esta llamando a servir a las
mujeres del Gran Caién? ;Es una gran

oportunidad para conocer nuevas mujeres
en todo el sinodo y tener un gran impacto en
los ministerios de las mujeres? ;Conoces a
alguien que seria un gran lider? Los
formularios de nominacioén estan disponibles
en el sitio web:
www.grandcanyonwomen.org (elija la
pestafa de eventos).

A medida que mi mandato llega a su fin,
quiero agradecer personalmente a cada uno
de ustedes por el apoyo y las bendiciones
que me han otorgado durante los muchos
anos que he estado involucrado en el
Sinodo del Gran Cafoén. jCada uno de
ustedes ha significado mucho para mi! jMis
oraciones estan contigo!




31st Biennial Convention/Gathering
for Grand Canyon Women of the ELCA is coming soon!

Join us on Saturday, November 8" at Faith/La Fe Lutheran Church at 801 Camelback Road, Phoenix
for an informative, inspirational, motivational, uplifting and FUN time!

Pastor Jacqui Paguel, Grand Canyon Synod Bishop’s Associate for Candidacy and Faith Formation
and Connie Phillips, Chief Executive Officer/President of Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest
will be our program leaders. The program will include some inspirational moments on building
relationships within the church, outside the church and around our communities.

Registration for the day will be $30/person, which covers the registration, lunch, and various supplies
for our projects. Do you know a teen/young adult female? Invite her to come with you to the
convention/gathering. Her registration will be free! That’s right, as long as she joins you for the day,
she can attend at no cost!

Spanish Translators will be available to assist those who do not have English as their first language.

The Grand Canyon Women'’s board is working on finding homes for voting members and participants
who will be coming from outside of the Phoenix area. If you are traveling into Phoenix and would like
to stay at someone’s home (at no cost), please indicate so on your registration form. You will be

notified by November 4" of your hostess and address. Please note, all meals will be on your own. If
you do not want to stay in someone’s home, you will need to make hotel arrangements on your own.

The day will include working on an ingathering project that will show our love to our Latina neighbors
in the Phoenix area. We are asking everyone to bring canned/boxed food items for our Latina sisters
and brothers. At the gathering we will work on a special project for the food items. Come join us in
helping our community.

Do you have a couple of gently read books that you no longer want? Would you like new to you
books to read? Well, bring them on November 8 and we will provide space for a Book Exchange.
Leave one and take one! Let’s share some fiction, non-fiction, devotional readings or anything that
brought joy to you! Share it with others!

We will be electing new officers and board members to lead the Grand Canyon Women of the ELCA.
Nominations are now being accepted. Check out the nomination forms and information on the
GrandCanyonWomen.org webpage. Is God calling you to serve? We hope you will answer the call!
If you have questions about any of the positions, please reach out to any of the current board
members and officers.

The Women of the ELCA Triennial Convention will be taking place in July 2026 in an online format.
The Grand Canyon Women of the ELCA is looking for nominations for voting members to represent
us. This is an important role that will guide the Women of the ELCA into the future. If you are
interested in being considered for one of the voting positions, please complete the nomination form on
the website.

Check out our webpage at www.grandcanyonwomen.org (choose the Events page). You will find the
registration forms, nomination forms and scholarship applications. We hope you will join us for a fun-
filled, inspirational, motivational, informative, relationship building day.



jLa 312 Convencion / Reunion Bienal
para Mujeres del Gran Caién de la ELCA llegara pronto!

iUnase a nosotros el sabado 8 de noviembre en la Iglesia Luterana Faith / La Fe en 801 Camelback
Road, Phoenix para un momento informativo, inspirador, motivador, edificante y DIVERTIDO!

La pastora Jacqui Paguel, asociada del obispo del Sinodo del Gran Cafén para la candidatura y la
formacion en la fe y Connie Phillips, directora ejecutiva / presidenta de los Servicios Sociales
Luteranos del Suroeste seran nuestros lideres de programa. El programa incluira algunos momentos
inspiradores sobre la construccién de relaciones dentro de la iglesia, fuera de la iglesia y alrededor de
nuestras comunidades.

La inscripcién para el dia sera de $ 30 por persona, lo que cubre la inscripcion, el almuerzo y varios
suministros para nuestros proyectos. ¢Conoces a una mujer adolescente/adulta joven? Invitela a
que lo acompainie a la asamblea o reunion. jSu registro sera gratuito! Asi es, siempre que se una a ti
por el dia, jpuede asistir sin costo alguno!

Los traductores de espanol estaran disponibles para ayudar a aquellos que no tienen el inglés como
primer idioma.

La junta de Mujeres del Gran Caiodn esta trabajando para encontrar hogares para los miembros
votantes y los participantes que vendran de fuera del area de Phoenix. Si viaja a Phoenix y desea
quedarse en la casa de alguien (sin costo alguno), indiquelo en su formulario de registro. Se le
notificara antes del 4 de noviembre de su anfitriona y direccion. Tenga en cuenta que todas las
comidas seran por su cuenta. Si no desea quedarse en la casa de alguien, debera hacer los arreglos
del hotel por su cuenta.

El dia incluira trabajar en un proyecto de recoleccion que mostrara nuestro amor a nuestras vecinas
latinas en el area de Phoenix. Les pedimos a todos que traigan alimentos enlatados / en caja para
nuestras hermanas y hermanos latinas. En la reunion trabajaremos en un proyecto especial para los
alimentos. Unase a nosotros para ayudar a nuestra comunidad.

¢ Tienes un par de libros leidos suavemente que ya no quieres? ¢ Te gustaria leer libros nuevos para
ti? Bueno, traigalos el 8 de noviembre y proporcionaremos espacio para un intercambio de libros.
iDeja uno y toma otro! jCompartamos algunas lecturas de ficcion, no ficcion, devocionales o
cualquier cosa que te haya traido alegria! jCompartelo con otros!

Elegiremos nuevos funcionarios y miembros de la junta para dirigir las Mujeres del Gran Canon de la
ELCA. Ya se estan aceptando nominaciones. Consulte los formularios de nominacién vy la
informacion en la pagina web de GrandCanyonWomen.org. ¢ Te esta llamando Dios a servir?
iEsperamos que responda a la llamada! Si tiene preguntas sobre cualquiera de los puestos,
comuniquese con cualquiera de los miembros y funcionarios actuales de la junta.

La Convencion Trienal de Mujeres de la ELCA se llevara a cabo en julio de 2026 en formato en linea.
Las Mujeres del Gran Candn de la ELCA estan buscando nominaciones para miembros con derecho
a voto para que nos representen. Este es un papel importante que guiara a las Mujeres de la ELCA
hacia el futuro. Si esta interesado en ser considerado para uno de los puestos de votacién, complete
el formulario de nominacién en el sitio web.

Visite nuestra pagina web en www.grandcanyonwomen.org (elija la pagina Eventos). Encontrara los
formularios de inscripcion, los formularios de nominacion y las solicitudes de becas. Esperamos que
se una a nosotros para un dia lleno de diversion, inspirador, motivador, informativo y de construccion
de relaciones.
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july 16-19, 2026

2026 WOMEN OF THE ELCA GATHERING

des moines, iowa

The theme for the 2026 Triennial Gathering is “I
Am Worth,” based on Psalm 139:14; “l am
fearfully and wonderfully made.” This statement
serves as a reminder of God’s promise to be with
us, even in times of devastation and division. By
repeating the phrase “l am worthy,” we can
recognize the Holy Spirit’'s ongoing work in our
lives.

Learn more about the 2026 Women of the ELCA
Gathering at the website: https://welcatg.org.
The website is updated regularly with information
about speakers, workshops, hotels, and more?
Plus, we are looking for sponsors, vendors and
exhibitors.

El tema de la Reunion Trienal de 2026 es "Yo
soy el derecho", basado en el Salmo 139:14;
"Estoy hecha de manera terrible y maravillosa".
Esta declaracién sirve como un recordatorio de
la promesa de Dios de estar con nosotros,
incluso en tiempos de devastacion y division. Al
repetir la frase "soy digno", podemos reconocer
la obra continua del Espiritu Santo en nuestras
vidas.

Obtenga mas informacién sobre la Reunion de
Mujeres de la ELCA 2026 en el sitio web:
https://welcatg.org. El sitio web se actualiza
regularmente con informacién sobre oradores,
talleres, hoteles y mas. Ademas, estamos
buscando patrocinadores, proveedores y
expositores.




Overall, offerings have been down and slowing
dropping for more than 15 years. We would like
to right the ship before the end of this fiscal year.
Will you help us! An appeal has been launched
to close the $250 thousand funding gap at the
churchwide level. By helping fill in the gap, you
are also helping Grand Canyon Women of the
ELCA. The appeal’s name comes from Leviticus
2:13 “Add salt to all your offerings.” This bit from
Leviticus, us gives instructions on how to season
grain offerings made to God and gives us an
important message: We are not just called to
give our “first fruits” but to offer them with
seasoning. For this appeal, we define salt as a
verb: Share Abundance, Love and Thanks!
(SALT).

Consider adding a little SALT to your donation
before the end of this fiscal year (Jan 31, 2026).
Your generosity supports the day to day
operations of the churchwide operations and
allows us to continue to grow our women’s
ministries and resources.

En general, las ofertas han disminuido y
disminuido lentamente durante mas de 15 afnos.
Nos gustaria enderezar el barco antes de que
finalice este afo fiscal. jNos ayudaras! Se ha
lanzado un llamamiento para cerrar la brecha de
financiamiento de $250 mil a nivel de toda la
iglesia. Al ayudar a llenar el vacio, también esta
ayudando a las mujeres del Gran Canén de la
ELCA. El nombre de la apelacién proviene de
Levitico 2:13 "Agrega sal a todas tus ofrendas".
Este fragmento de Levitico, nos da instrucciones
sobre como sazonar las ofrendas de grano
hechas a Dios y nos da un mensaje importante:
no solo estamos llamados a dar nuestras
"primicias", sino a ofrecerlas con condimentos.
Para este llamado, definimos la sal como un
verbo: Comparte la abundancia, el amory el
agradecimiento! (SAL).

Considere agregar un poco de SAL a su
donacion antes del final de este ano fiscal (31 de
enero de 2026). Su generosidad apoya las
operaciones diarias de las operaciones de toda
la iglesia y nos permite continuar haciendo
crecer nuestros ministerios y recursos para
mujeres.




Become a Faithful Friend

Just what is Faithful Friends???? “Faithful
Friends” is an easy way for you to support
Women of the ELCA — automatically! You can
start giving online right now by going to:
https://community.elca.org/faithfulfriends

How does it work?

When you sign you choose the amount to be
automatically charged to your credit card or
automatically withdrawn from your checking
account.

“Faithful Friends” supports the Women of the

ELCA general fund, which makes it possible for
your churchwide organization to act quickly and
flexibly in response to any need that may arise.

The prophet Isaiah tells us that God says, “l am
about to do a new thing” (43:19a). And “Faithful
Friends” is one way you can help Women of the
ELCA be ready for whatever new thing God has
in store.

Thank you!

Conviértase en un amigo fiel

¢ Qué es Amigos fieles???? "Amigos fieles"
es una manera facil de apoyar a las mujeres de
la ELCA, jautomaticamente! Puede comenzar a
donar en linea ahora mismo yendo a:
https://community.elca.org/faithfulfriends

¢Como funciona?

Cuando firma, elige el monto que se cargara
automaticamente a su tarjeta de crédito o se
retirara automaticamente de su cuenta corriente.

"Amigos fieles" apoya el fondo general de
Mujeres de la ELCA, lo que hace posible que su
organizacion eclesiastica actue de manera
rapida y flexible en respuesta a cualquier
necesidad que pueda surgir.

El profeta Isaias nos dice que Dios dice: "Estoy
a punto de hacer algo nuevo" (43:19a). Y
"Amigos fieles" es una forma en que puede
ayudar a las mujeres de la ELCA a estar listas
para cualquier cosa nueva que Dios tenga
reservada.

jGracias!

“A sweet FRIENDSHIP refreshes the soul.” Proverbs 27:9 turned
out to bethe perfect theme for the 95 women who signed up to
attend the Annual Women'’s Tea at New Song Lutheran church in
Henderson, NV. A vast assortment of raffle baskets and auction
items were on display for women to browse as they mingled with
old friends and met some new friends. Some very difficult games
were played and enjoyed by the winners (we now know more

about tea than we will ever remember!)

Women’s Ministries did an amazing job of providing a huge
selection of foods and sweets. One of the highlights was the
‘Littles Table’. They were definitely enjoying special treats and a

game of pin the tea cup on the bag.

Next up is the Mini Retreat on Saturday, October 11 with Pastor
Katie Langston from New Promise Lutheran in St. George, UT and
author of ‘Sealed’. A soft launch of Pastor Katie’s new book with
be presented and discussed. For more information: Suki Kisling,

sukikisling@gmail.com (702)493-7436




